Canadian POWs in Hong Kong

After Japan's victory at Hong Kong, the Japa-
nese took almost 1,700 Canadian prisoners. The Cana-
dian contingent surrendered on Christmas Day 1941.
The Japanese rounded up Canadian POWs into two
camps: Sham Shui Po, which had been the Canadians'
original camp when they arrived in Hong Kong, and
North Point, which had originally been a camp for Chi-
nese refugees. The Japanese were harsh captors right
from the start.

Those POWSs who survived suffered through the
overcrowded and unsanitary conditions of the Japanese

bitterness is in good part due to the lack of public contri-
tion or even recognition by the Japanese govemment
and public for the grievous treatment inflicted on our
prisoners. But ex-POWs of all Allied countries are also
hitter about the failure of their own governments to pur-
sue aggressively the Japanese government for compen-
sation and formal acknowledgement for the subhuman
treatment inflicted on their soldiers. (excerpted from the
official website of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment Mu-
seum - www.lermuseum.org)

You may or may not be familiar with the story of

camps. The conditions at North
Point camp were scarcely better
due to the appalling overcrowding.
Food and disease became main
threats to survival in the Hong
Kong POW camps.

Rice composed almost 80
per cent of the Canadian POWS'
diet, Fish, whale, or dolphin meat
were sometimes used fo augment
POWSs' rations. For the most part,
the POWs' food was woefully in-
adequate in quantity. unappetizing
in appearance and taste, and lack-
ing in nutrition,

Of Canada's 1,700 Hong
Kong POWSs, only 1,428 survived
the Japanese POW camps and
made it home to Canada. The
issue of compensation for these
prisoners has never been re-
solved. The brutality meted out by
the Japanese to Allied prisoners of
war was such that even more than
half a century after the war most
ex-POWs express a deep hatred
and an almost complete unwilling-
ness fo forgive the Japanese. This

Following a horrific three-and-a-half
year internment in a Japanese POW old.
camp in Hong Kong, Gordon Simmons
arrived home, to be met by his wife and
youngest son Frank. who is seen here

fooking at the train.
(photo courtesy of Frank Simmons)

the Canadian POWs in Hong
Kong, but ane of our own mem-
bers has more than a passing
knowledge of the subject,
Frank Simmons, an Ordinary
member of Branch 238, is the
son of one of those Prisoners of
War, Gordon Simmons, of the
Royal Rifles of
Canada, returned to Canadian
soil after three and a half years
as a prisoner of the Japanese,
weighing a mere ninety-twa
pounds, He was placed in the
care of a hospital in Quebec,
during which time he provided
an affidavit in accordance with
the Geneva Convention.
Gordon Simmons died in 1846,
never recovering from his or-
deal as a POW. His youngest
son, Frank, was anly six years

Read now part of
Gordon Simmons'  affidavit,
acquired by his family from the
National Archives in Ottawa.
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PROVTNGE OF Q
TO WIT:

1 Gordon ‘-}INJMO‘\TS ]
Brunswick, residing in Ba,fhur%tf,
and say:-

1. In 01\"11 life, T am a lab(mreq‘

2 I was a rifleman in the Royal Rlﬂeb of
Hou;, Kong. The day of the am'reuder on the 25th of Dec
the-hills near “Mount Parker”. T was with Major Young.
over until the 28th of December, 1941 Chinese people th
e took a boat and went right through the City of ]Eiim
Japanese Headquarters.

dival there, Japanese soldiers took oar v vatcheq and miu(_],ble
watch and a ring from me. We remained in Hong Ko
apanese- qold1e1'q took us down to North Pomf

otlced ﬂlat the Camp and huts were in a terrible condition.
rts of garbage laying around the huts and the huts were
ydows, no doors, the roofs were 1edlung, th(,re WaS No
rangements were nil. The hut T was in was a- small
mate size of that hut, but I know we were very
ere. There were no beds in that hut and we
u'roumlmg,s. T did not have any blanket
t and Sham Shui Po, we were given

e ﬁam) m T.lpan. 1‘0 my }muwledge

ood was rice; I

Consinued.on page 23)
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got around one pound
Decemb@r 1941 and J

e

i.

ﬂ.eath bx & Jdp.mese guard wﬂhonf any l'ed.bd_ _
TJapanese Camp Commandant at that time.

¢

l-l‘O[I].ld ‘rhn heg,mmng of \Lmh 1942, until my transfer to Ja
Hr “0]‘]& there LUIIHL'-;fP(I in wlarg,mg ﬂm auport I wals ﬁu

'wth (ﬂﬂm@b forﬁotten) were 1113111‘9(1 bv thet-.e cars. The
 cars and we could not stop them when they were going down
ush the empty cars up the hill; we were five men on each car. This
ay concrete to-make a runway. We had to leave 'rhe-' amp at
-ed to come back at 1800 hours if the work was done. We were
 to do-and the Japanese were keeping us on the work un-

' ﬂ-—ft'u do that work. I have seen ma.n_v of my friends
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