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TO ALL HONGKONG VETERANS, THEIR WIVES AND FAMILIES AND OUR FRIZNDS,
TO ALL OUR CONTRIBUTORS, READERS AND SUBSCRIBERS EVERYWHERD
BEST WISHES FOR A
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A  HAPPY NEW YEAR

FROMy o DR > FRECTDENT.

FOR CHRISTMAS AND THE YEAR WHICH @ FOLLOWS - BE OF
GOOD:  CHEER!  SOW  GOOD SERVICES: SWEET EREMEMERANCES
WILL GROW FROM THEM,. WHAT DO WE LIVE FOR 'IF IT

I5 NOT TO MAXE LIFE LESS DIFFICULT T0. EACH OTHER.
LIFE I5 MADE UP NOT OF GREAT SACRIFICES OR  DITIES,
BUT OF LITTLE THINGS, IN WHICH SMILES AND KINDNESSES
AND SMALL OBLIGATIONS, GIVEN HABITUALLY, ARE WHAT WIN
AND PRESERVE THE HEART AND SECURE COMFORT!

T0 OUR HONGHONG FAMILY AND FRIENDS, MAY YOU ENJOY

A VERY MERRY CHRISTHAS AND A HEALTHY PROSPEROUS

NEW YEAR!
BOE MANCHESTER

PRESIDENT, B.C. BRANCH
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SOMETHING TO BE PROUD OF IMGHHKDNG VOLUNTEERE AND IMPERIALS ARE
The Roll all looks back at 19?8 wiith | FETED BY THEIR CANADIAN COMRADES
pride and deep satisfaction in having | We don't believe we have ever seen

succeeded, to a great extent, in what |

we started out to do - bring Hongkong |

Veterans in Canada and elsewhere,closer

together through a magazine which enab-

les them to hear about,learn of and

communicate with, each other. .

That we have done so and can boast of |
having over half the number of surviv-
ing Honghkong Veterans in Canada on our
mailing list without hawving to resort |
to advertising and costly publicity, is

& tribute to the interest created by
input from our contributors, staunch

support from our resders and goodwill

of Branches throughout the country. i
With regard to the latter, we must off-|
er our very special thanks to the Mani-|
toba Branch for its tremendous co-oper- |
ation and, in particular, to Sid Vale,
its Secretary/Treasurer, who is chiefly |
respongible. |

On. the debit side, response from cert-
ain areas have been meagre to thepoint
of being negligible in spite of all our
efforts to druwm up interest. Even adm- |
itting that membership in those areas !
are small, the lack of interest compar- |
ed to the enthusiasm displayed else- :
where, sticks out like a sore thumb and;
is regrettable. The thought that there
may be Hongkong Veterans who are comp-
letely disinterested in what their com-
rades are doing nor care, is not a very
happy one.

To. all our readers,contributors,their
wives and families; to all Hongkong
Veterans, our friends and to our coll=-
eagues of other Veteran Associatlions,

a very special "THANK YOU" for your
kind and generous support during 1978.

To you and yours go our best wishes
for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year filled with Peace and Content-

ment.

THE  ROLL CALL

anything to mateh the display of frion-
dehlp, unity and total enjoyment of
sach other's company as was offered a
B.C. Branch's Annual Reunion in Vict-
oria on 30 September last.

From as far away ac Montreszsl
Winnipeg and Corcnach(Sask); n S
Diego, Los Angeles, portlsand and Seat
tle, end from distant points in Brit-
ish Columbia, like Marysville,Kimberley
Okanagan Fslls, Penticton, Vernon and
Keremeos; from Powell River, ths Lower
Mainland, Hope and the Island, they

t

i came in numbers sufficient to pack the

Imperial Inn, overflow it and see the
NO VACANCY sign hoisted early Friday
afternoon.

The ‘occasion was the B.C. Branch's
"Honour the Honghong Volunteer and Im-
perial Forces members of the Braach
Night" and the record bresking turn-out
and the reception was such that those
50 honoured felt - no KNEW - that it
was shared, without reservations, by
all present and for that, were inordin-
ately proud to be part of it all.

The Business Meeting, earlier on,with
48 in attendance, was a mere formality
and, with the exception of the import-

| ance of doctors providing the DVA with

the appropriate 'green forms' covering
treatment etc of veterans, so strongly
stressed by Secretary Lionel Speller,

wae confined to the introduction of

our special guestes comprising:Lt.Col.

Monty Truscott, Dorset,England and the

contingent from the American EX-POW
Associations, headed by Commander Geo-
rge Fernandes(Washington State) and
Commander Bill Mat tson(Oregon State;
Bill Mayne(Mat'l Council of Veterans

of Canada), George Murtagh(War Amps)

| and Maj. Anatole Komorski(ex-HKVDC).
Weloome was algo extended to Mr. Oliver

Karnes,U.58.Veterans Administrator for

| Washington State on his first visit to

British Columbia. (contimbie on Page 10)




canyone else and the writer's observat-

THE ROLL CALL

EDITORIAL

A letter to the Editor published in
this issue,confesses that the writer's
introduction to Hongkong Veterans was
an "eye-ppener" and goes on to laud
the spirit of unity and Canadian nate
ignalism enjoyed by the membership.
This, we are proud to add, is what the
Hongkong Veteran typifies better than l

ion is accepted with appreciation and
much pleasure. We, too, like ourselves
very much.

It was well demonstrated at our rec-
ent Reunion when @Grenadiers,Royasl Rif-
les, HK Volunteers,Imperials -and Amer-
icang, men of all races, color and
creeds and all former priscners of war
gathered together in perfect harmony,
friendship and unity. Theyv necded no
exhortations from those who prate of
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V/Pres: BILL LAIDLAW ff { foms
Treas: JACK DAVIES Faaf.y
Sec: LIONEL SPELLER
P/R: AUBREY FLEGG
Extend Greetings and Best Wishes
to all members, their wives and
families; to all Hongkong Veterans

and Friends everywhere, for a Very

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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unity as if it is something new.
Amongst POWs of the Far Eastern Thea-
tre of World War II, unity has always
been present. Its origin stems from |
mutual respect,sharing and understand- |
ing born of suffering and it cannot be |
bought, taught or forced upon. |

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

P

The year drawing to a close has, we

are happy to say,been truly rewarding.

¥We have an Executive which has maint-
ained the Branch's position as one of

| B 1 i igati =
One need go no further than the Hong- | “é foremost successful organisaticns

kong Veterans for an example of Unity
and/or Canadian Nationalism.

The status of members who did mot go
to Hongkong in 1941 or were POWs there
or in Japan, was brought to our atten-

tion and calls for comment.

to consideration, our sympathies lie

J

in the country,we have added a new
dimension in the person of Aubrey Fl-
egg, public relations, who has done a
tremendous job and deserves all the
credit we can offer and, we are happy
to learn that we are SOLVENT!

Also, in all modesty, it appeare that

It is felt that, taking everything in| “Meé Roll Call has done its little bit

to revive interest in the Association

with the true Hongkong Veteran because| ROV ©nly within B.C. but throughout
we too, feel that those who were there | Canada and elsewhere, so much so that

in 1941-45 and survived the ordeals of
prison camps, were and are very spec-
ial persons and justifiably guard this
fact jealously.

On the other hand, we appreciate the
wish of those who were not there, to
share in the camaraderie and spirit of
friendship and unity so strongly disp-
layed by Hongkong Veterans across the
land,and welcome their sharing.

We are not trying to start an argum-
ent on the pros and cons of something
that is not new - the B.C.Branch alr-
eady have Associste Memberships,with
certain limitations, on ite roster.We
merely express a view in the hope that
it will be accepted for what it is
worth.

8

|

we have acquired more new members than
we have lost good comrades in B.C.

Thig increase in membership, much as
we appreciate it, can and should be
improved upon. There are still HK Vet-
erans wiho are not members of the Ass-
ociation and we strohgly urge our rea-
ders to do their best to get them to
gign up.

We do not - repeat NOT - ask for pay-
ment for services rendered in way of
benefite obtained but that only for
your becoming a part of that group of
men so unique in the annals of history
- that once-in-a-lifetime association
0f good comrades-The Hongkong Veterans
of Canada.

IT IS WHERE YOU BELONG !
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THE HOLL

ANG THTO CHRISTMAS

What memories come crowding dn as we
Journey towards one of our great hist- |
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MLEST WE FORGETY

It 18 wlith deepest regret that we rep-

orical and eventful days in our world's| ort the recent passlng of our comraden

history. And what a memorable day for |
our Assocciation as we re-open the pages|
of our own diaries and agsin recall
that Day for ue in 1941,

We had been in action since Decambar
8th with the knowledge that we were
facing fearful odds.. Intelligence had
learned that the enemy's orders wers
that:"™No prisoners were to be taken".
Luckily our British and Canmdian forces
did NOT ENOW and sc every possible eff-
ort was made to hold our posgitions at
any costs. This was being done.

Twice we were asked to surrender and
TWICE we refused.However, when ammuni-

gympathiag
families:

friends and offer ocur
thelr

and
gnd aondolences to
Swan River Man.
Burnaby, E.C.
Busbac
Winnipeg, Man.
Rivergide ,Cal . .USA
.'-f’.--'g.'-'."i-’;."., B.G.
Grand Marais,Man
Vancouver, B.C.
Guebac

Guebec

!!s'l!'];f[-"hp} Beiwiman
Dave L. Evans
Bernard Halay
Norm Himcox
Eddie A. Hobson
Jim Lee {(Tandy)
Cliff Linklater
Mort McKay (IMP)
Sam Shane
Charles Vincent
'at the going down of the zun and in
the morning, we will remember

tion was low, our Commonwealth forces
exhausted, men were dylng in action and
cf wounds, and food,water and other
supplies cut off, Surrender was the
ocnly order of the day. Fortunately the
first order of the enemy was rescinded |
and 2ll of our gzllant remaining forces

Calvary and said: "Gr

no man than this.n"

£ And 80, may this Christmas t
us memories to cheer snd 1 i
faith that will lead all
Mary's Son.

T T ]

Padrﬁ .'..:-l- LE‘L u'i:,.".-!..r- T

were made Prisoners of War. From fight-
ing officers and gallant men-every one
of them- we walked into concentration

camp in Hongkong, and later many into

Japan work camps, to face unbearable
hardship,deprivations, hunger,diseases
of many kinds and for many, the final l
ROLL CALL.

Our Canadian Forces were reduced by
one third when in August 1945 freedom |
was restored. And so Christmas Day will
have proignant memories for all who read
a copy ©of Roll Call, We shall walk sof-
tly down the corridor of memories and
be inspired as we, in simple faith in
the joy of the message from the Child
of Bethlechem to the wise men, the she- ?
pherds and the world that Peace comes
at the price of service and sacrificial
love. From Bethlehem's Child we also
learn that service and sacrifice are
Eternal Virtues. And. thus we remember
our comrades with gratitude for thelr |
COUTagE . |
While we were with them they weres un-
distinguisghed from their fellows,obsc-
ure, unassuming and humble. But seen
by us today across the seas and over
"the long dark waste of years! they
stand forth clear and"splendid,illumin-
ed and aflame" ever reminding us that
they are not dead to us,for they speak

]

| One is their mania for

to our hearts of Him who endured his
(continued next column)

LIVING WITH AN FiXPOW
It can be frustrating,rewsrding

and react according to their
ces , which are reflected in
tidues toward Life and their
They do have many things in
food-no Mot
Hubbard Cupboards sallowed.They will
eat alomost anything, even RICE.
Father Albert Braun so aptly put
"Rice is theperfect food.Anything
do to it, improves it.®
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what our husbands went through, but
with each get-together we learn a lit-
tle more.The men can now laugh at inc-
idente which could not possibly have
been funny at the tlme.

Nearly all ExPOWs suffer pain -both

| mental and physical.They appear to be

in good health,but are not. They do
not like %o think of themselves as
mentally disturbed ,but do not deny
the physical pain.Very few doctors
understand the relationship between
having been a POW and the present phy-
gical condition of the patient. This
haa discouraged many from seeking help
and so they continue to suffer in sil-
gnce, some turning to the solace of
alcohol and drugs. .
{(please turn to Page 16}

PR
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LETITERS TO0_ _THE EDITOR

Dear John: Greetings 11! Hope you are
both well and thank you for the copy
of Roll Call received today. Will fore
ward to Fred (Boughey, Imgland) right
away .

On receipt of the last edition, he wre
ote and asked me to let you know that
he had had response to the plece you
had written about his trip here last
Christmas. (I did not receive that edi-
tion). A chap in England, Devon I bel-
ieve, phoned him on having read your
Roll Call, a small world, eh? Fred wab-
ted me to let you know that your pub-
lication is getting read internation-
allyl

Enjoy your magasine,read it before I
send it off to Fred. God Bless you

end your family.

Mrs.R. D'Aoust

Vancouver, B.C.

Thank you for relaying Fred's message.
Plezee tell him he's not forgotten and
we lpok forward to his next visit with
great expsctations. John

Dear Editor:
My wife and T certainly sppreciate
the terrific effort of John Foneeca
and all others responsible for such an
interesting and soul searching magazine
Enclosed is a2 small domation to cover E
my subscription and to help slong with

TR e J.4.B. Randle
Lantzville, E.C.

It ie this kind of interest and appre--
ciation which makes the Roll Call so

worth while. Thank you for your inter-
est and generogity. John

e e e i s B e

Dear John: Encloged please find some-
thing for the Roll Cell, It is a great
little paper.

This may be a bit of interest to some
of the Hongkong Veterans, My wife,Eil-
een and daughter, Faye, were in Fngland
in the spring. They visited Bill and
Marg Angus who are both well and living
in Winchester.

Bill wanted to be remembered to all
the fellows, some of whom met him in
Hongkong in 1966.

While a POW he drove the ration truck.
Hope to see you in September at the re-
union. As ever,

Marysville, B.C. Roland: Dube

Looking forward to meeting you, and

manv thanks. John

manwv.

WINTER 15978 VOL: 2:4
Dear John: It was good of you B.C.
members to aome to Vancouver to grest
ue on our return{{rom Harea). It ism
too bad that we weres all the worae f
for lack of sleep and a long flight:
wa woera the perfect examples of zomb-
faal I would alégo like o thank who-
aver was kKind enough %o buy my drink
and my dinner - I hope I was conscious
enough at the time to say my verbal
thanks: 1 am atill trying to get my

8laep habits straightened around,but
a 15=hour differentlial 18 a largze ord-
er: and may well take a faw ia_‘;.-;",mt.
It seems to me that the older I get,
the longer it takes to adapt.

With
best wishes, Kay Christie

Toronto, Ont.

Key dear: You'll never grow old. To
me, ¥you're a truly enchanting and
utterly fascinating zomblie!! Jobn.

Dear Mr. Fonseca: Volume 2:3 -Fall
1978 of the"Roll Call"™ was passed to
me by your Vancouver Island stringer,
Lionel Speller, while I was in Calga-
ry earlier this month.

You and your contributors must be con-
gratulated for your efforts in putt-
ing together a most interesting publ-
ication.

I read your latest issue, as an out-
gider; and not a weteran even though
I spent 16 years in the ECM. This year
I had the pleasure of accompanying a
‘group of Hong Kong vetsrans on a vise
it to the scene of your exploits as
guest of the Minister of Veterans
Affairs, D.J.MacDonald.

It certainly was an “eye-opensr' for
me and a lesson in strength, humility
and something that is always talked
about but seldom seen, good o0ld Cana-
dian nationalhsw.

Kay Christie, Charles Brady, 5id Vale,
Lavwrence Rattie and Bill Mayne were
outstanding ambassadors and certainly
made me more aware Oof what a Hongkong
veterans is all about.

Keep up the good work and I will be
looking forward to reading your future

Ottawa, Chief,Information Offic-
er, DVA.
F.8, A Morry Christmas to all "Roll
Call" readers. |
Many thanks.But you ain't seen nothing
yet.Wait'til you come out to B.C.! Ed

Ont.
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VOL : E£ vo MHE I ROLL:  GALL
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - continued

Sir: I find the Roll Call informative,
sometimes amueing and it always brings
back memories, some pleasant,some oth-
erwise,

Shortly after I got back after the
war, I recelved a picture of myself
taken by the Jape in Camp %D, This
plcture came from Ottawa. I have lLong
since lost it. Thie was a 'lulu' of &
plcture, Someone said : "SMILEIM™ So,
standing there with my shaved head I
gsve the cameraman my most arrogant
sneer, just to mee if I could break t
the lens.

I wonder if you or any Roll Call read-
ers know if it is possible to ‘gat cop-
ies ©f ithose pictures, which might be
stored in some forgotten archives in
Ottawa?

Camp 3-D was, I believe, in Yokohama.
Capt. John Reid was the senior P.O.W.
end our medical officer. Paddy Keenan
and T,as Shore, both RSMs, were in that
CEMD.

L

The idea of "ROLL CALL"™ is an excel=

lent way to keep contact and I for one |TY Was started and lasted

find it worthwhile.
J.¥. Everest Lawrence,BRC

North Vancouwver.

Ev. Buggest your write Mr.V.J.Murphy,
Chief Information Offiecer,DVA, Ottawa,
Opt. XK3A OPL. Can anyone else help?

) B s R S T i o B A [ i WD, L

Hi John: ¥ou will have to excuse 'the
pencil, but as you can see by the env-
elope T have run out of ink. I am sure
these clippings from the newspapers
here will be of interest to you and
the rest of the boys, as it tells of
this boy that survived the Hiroshima
blast and indicates that Canadian POWs
were also there.

Flegse let me know if you want me to
continue sending you thege articles as
I find them, 2 I scan most of the
papers down here, hoping I can find
something that might be of interest to

you. GUY STEWART
Fontana, Cal.

Guy: Thank you for your interest and
help. Sure can use anything connected

AELE U
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Dear Sir: We love the Roll Call,so.keep
|1t coning. I save every one of them

o

E0X

our children to read,
Winnlpeg,Man, Mra. Fred Adams

When raaders take time to say such nice
thingsa, how can we not succeed. Thank

you very much.

Daay Mr. Fonseca (Please make it Johmi)
Many thanks for gending the Roll Call
to me and I enjoy resding it. It aleo
is a link which keeps me in touch with

I

Hongkong Vets, especially the °

Branch who gave me such moral sups
when needitig it badly.
Thought you might like to 1

in a small way during the
iment were POWs in Hongkong, he
War Effort.

There was little we could do

=l O
Lr

W om0
]
1]
o
Mmoo = Ae

husbands and fathers except I

.
]
i

=

until

ol
L o
[}

|

of the war. Met every twc weeks,
knitting for the Red Cross, packed
Cross parcels for P.C.W.s in Burope

once a week and volunteered cur servi-

L1
il

fces in several projects and alsc made

lasting friendships over the years.
Wishing you great success with the

Foll Call, sincerely,
Verwood,Winmborne,

Dorset, England.

Thank you. Always hapoy to hear from
you, Will endeavour cur very bast to
keep that link strong and unbroken. ED

AMY TRIST

OUR ASININE ARTIST was asked to illus-
'8COTCH ON THE ROCKS!

trate;

with Hongkong POWs.S8ee story elsewhere

in this issue. JOHN

.

and he came up with this?
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WELL, SOMEBODY'S GOT TO SAY IT ....
Seeing as how it is the season for goo-
dwill and forbearance, there la nothing

‘ that pleases me more than handing otit
bouquets - verbal that is, the other
kind costs too much = in the form of
credit where credit is due.

Much has been said in these columns
about support offered by individuals
officially and otherwise, in Parliament
and elsewhere and the benefits veterans
have derived from thelr efforts.

We have saved the last - but definitely
not the least -for now and wish to off-
er our grateful thanks to that altruis-
tic body of men, members of the Nation-
al Council of Veterans Associations of
Canada, both past and present, for the-
ir unending efforts in presenting the
needs snd requirements of Canadian Vet-
erans to the powers that be and thelr
continuous struggle to see, because of
chenging conditions, that such needs
are provided.

There is a tendency today, to conven-
iently forget what the word "veteran®
meang in the way of sacrifices and the
havoc caused to individuals and their
families, by warfare.

With the rapidly dwindling number, the
remnants of those who fought for Canada
in 1914-18 and again in 1941-45, one
would imagine that a grateful nation
would see to it that these men, who em-
erged permanently scarred from the hol-
ccausts of two wars, would be permitted
to spend the twilight of their lives
enjoying a just reward in peace and in
contentment, for what they had done for
Canada.

We are sorry to say that this is not
entirely so. There is still some room
for improvement. It is an exhilarating
and heartening thought that even at
this momemt there are men like these
who, looking beyond 'power', glory' and
self, work towards effecting such imp-
rovements.

To them we offer our deep appreciation
total support and best wishes for the
successful achicvement of their goals.
The fact that it also happens to be
gurs, is purely incidental.

THE FONZ

"PRISONER IN A CAGE" Ernest C.Brace

Ernest Brace spent eight Years =five
of which in 'solitary' - in a Vietnam
POW camp, where he wrote the following
poem. That he survived to return home
to McMinnville, Oregen, ls a saga of
extraordinary mental, moral and phys-
lcal strength and sndurance. He was
decorated with the U.8. Congressional
Medal of Honor{Civilian). We are priv-
ileged o reprint his poem here:

I'm just a prisoner in a -cage
I have no name. I have no age.

The guards don't know what I have done
A1l they know is I'm captured one.

They captured me in S

and I guess it's lucky I'm stll alive,

For I've tried to escape three times
in all

ind I'd go once more..buft I'd have Lo
crawl.

8
e
=

They buried me once for seven-days
And that was supposed to change my

W2y s
But I .still have the urge to try,you
gge
But now I don't have the legs to
carry me.
My feet are in stocks,my neck tied to
a pole
What focd I get is shoved through a
hole.
At night I lie down and my hands are
tied,
And the rope ig stretched to a post
outside.

How I've been sick and almost died

And I've had to crawl to get outside.

I wasn't helped in any way at all

In fact, I was beaten while held
againt the wall.

But I'll leave here alive. I know that
But I don't know when and I »:‘m::n:'s‘tw“r=
know how.
And I'll see my family again
But I don't know where and I don't
know when.

Ernest C., Brace
Dien Bien Phu 1967

| (Courtesy Cmdr.Bill Mattson(Oregon 5t.)

A REMINDER :

A number of members attendi'g the Reunicn Dinner have overlooked

picking up pheir tab for same. Those whol forgot to do so are requested to send
their cheques to Secretary,Lionel Spellef,3628 Saanich Road,Victoria,B.C., VBX
1X3, as soon as poesible. Cost is 87.50 per head or $15.00 per couple.Thanks.
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OEY AMA

Fred Mack sends a list of 164 POWs who

received mail wvia Osaka and therefore
are presumed Lo be or were at Oayama.
Of these, 90 namaes have already been

published in our two previous
The remainder are listed hereunder{with |
more ‘6o come later).
Fred; it's a trouly fine effort &

possibly,

isBucs.

sure the gang appreclates 1t as much

I dot.Apologies offered for mlspelling

of names.

Aemiol, Angus
Bakaluk,Harry
Baskin, John ;
Botterill, Jack
Brass, Raymond
BErine, Fred
Clarke, George
Cole, Edward W
Cormier, Norm
Coughter,Wendell
Cunring, Lesglie
De Sensi, Samuel
Dalzell, Robert
Dickie, Earl
Duguzy, Joseph
Durrant, Philip
Hamelin, Alfred
Haznson,Clayton
Harbour,George
Harrison, George
Hickie, William
Hoff, Arthur
Holden,Oliver
Inkster, Hen
Jones, Wilfred
Jogey,Ancil
Kingsley,Noel
Kurluk, Ted
Laberge, AlLT
Lalonde, Gordon
Lapalme, Roland
LeBlanc,Louie
Lowe,Donald
MacGregor,Herman
MacArthur ,Murdo
Macaulay,Cecil
MacIver,Don
MacKay,Laurie
MacKnight ,Harold

MacPherson,Clayton
Malbeuf, Fred
Maloof, Wilfred
Marquis,Charles
Masson,Bustave
Mille,Alfred
Moffett,David
Moore,Reginald
Muir,Kenneth
Oke, Victor
Pateman,Cyril
Pawluil,; Nick
Pelleticr, Algee
Peters, Abraham
Portersfield,Leoc
Randall ,Arthur
Roberts,Earnest
St Croix,John

5t Onge,John
Simmons,Gordon
Skibingki ,John
Smith,George,E.
Smith,Reginald A.
Spenceley,Walter
Standish,Colin
Thompson,Renwlck
Walsh,Joseph
Ward,Howard
Watson,Leonard
Watts,George
Weaver ,Percy
Willise,John
Woodhead,Charles
Wright, Arthur
Younger ,Hobert

Thanks :
and 1 ém' Bilideau, --

| BANGO AT 2-D {TERUMI 2%)
|
| The

an |
)
| Keenan;Paddy
| Kerrigan,Pop

WINTER 1975 Page 7

following names of POWs at 3=D

provided by John Matheson. We

| ware

{ would asppreclate additlons to this

{ list from other POWs who were also
at that camp. Good show, John. Thanks.
Agerbok, Buster McRitchie, Angus

Morgan, Red

Cresdon, Harry ho:r;sJ“,Jdug
Downey, Jim Guerry, Chuclk

I A Mk T & [
.’_‘.}‘_!J..L,-.rTJp:.--u s Aalze

& ioreae, Les

Lawrance,bv ;pmJ;Hh, Lionel
Mathegon, John odd, --
McEnight ,Elmer Sbtnjf+ Guy

| McEnight,Gerald
Mcknight ,Melville

| MORE NAMES FROM SENDAIL 2
Ralph Ingram, HEVIDC

| VETERANE AFFAIRS ~ NEWS RELEASE

The Honcurable Daniel J.MacDonald,

|'Minister of Veterans Affairs and the
Honourable Brenda Robertson, H;nister

| of Health for the province of New Br-

| unswick announced today an agreemen

I to provide nursing home type care for

i veterans in northern and esastern New
Brunswick.

Under current agreement between the
two governments, nursing home type
care for veterans is available only in
Saint John and Fredericton.Discussions
with veterans organizations in Naw
4 Brunswick revealed strong support for
providing such care in or near the vet-
f erans home community. Under the recent
| agreement additional beds will be loc-
j ated in Mon ton and Campbellton region
! =5, but the need elsewhere in the pro-
vince will be closely monitored in the

future.

The Minister of Health noted that
although these nursing home beds are
for the priority use of eligible vet-
erans, non=veterans will be accepted
into the new facilities whenever they

i
i
|
|
|
|
I
1

THE ROLL CALL: A magazine sponsored by

the B.C.Branch of the Hongkong Veterans|

Association of Canada.
Bditor: John Fonseca, 796 Adiron Ave.

Coquitlam, B.C. V3J 4K2 and on Island:

are not fully utilized by veterans. It
is planned that patients will be admi-
tted to these nursing home institut-
ions by April 1979 at the latest, and
poesibly as early as next January.

¢/o L.Speller,3628 Saanich Road,Vict-
oris, B.C. V8X 1X3

! Will somebody please bring this to the

at tention of M/S Robertson's counter-

part in these here parts? ED.
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our 0.C.7 st 'the mine, no one sought to settle old scores.

SENDAL "2 - PART 3 (Continued)

The €ollection of goodies from the alr=drop on August 18, 1945 resulted in a
mﬂunﬁﬁlh of foodetuif ,candy, clgarettes, tolletrlies and such, and so,after mm
immediate lesue of candy and clgarettes followed by a few hours of gloating, f

came the decision for equal divisilon of the epolla. Thias took from two to three
days to complete and the quantity avallable for sach of the 250 men was suffic- g&
ient to eliminate any gripes. 7
Reaction Tollowed awlftly on the heels of the division due malnly to the know- 'y
ledge that we had been located and pln=pointed and had only to awalt the word ?[
and the means to get the hell out of Yoshimura,BSendal 2 and head for home; and '
the waiting brought on impatient frustration in every man in the camp. RJ
the L

The result was that POWe took to lesving the camp and wandering all over
countryside dispensing candy to children and, for a packags of smokes, bought gy
freedom ©f the orchardes where pears and other frult, picked straight off the iH
trees, were consumed in unbelievably large quantlties.

Although the mining village remained inhsbited, it was only by women an
ldren. There wasn't a msn in sight excepting a colple of toothless and senile
pid retired miners. This helped in preventing any incidents brought on by s

desire for revenge, but,; to the best of my knowledge, with the sxception of
the forecible removal of the !samurai' sword from the person of the Camp Comm-

sndant by Tom Mulvaney, Wwho later, handed it over to Capt. Pat Cmeyla, TUSMC,

Kl s
A Sl

) i

Here we must digress: to/ say that all during the 16 montha or so at Sendai
the womenfolk of the willage had been kind although surreptitiously sc. On cur

s =

e g S

merches through the villageto and from the mine they often, when the gu
were looking elsewhere, managed to throw a potato, a turnip or a stalk of
green onion picked from the little wegetable patch back of the huts. Now that
it w== our torn | many a .carton of C. Ration found its way into the willage
where the inhabitants were introduced to the mystery of the contents therein.

A few dzye later an entire carcase of & steer was delivered to the Camp where-
upor the entire cookhouse staff quit in force. Thelir reason was that now that
the war had ended, they did not have to cook for anybody. There was strong sus-
picion however, that the real reason was that none of them knew how to carve
up the dunb apimali

This did not deter the more adventurous from trying to make somsthing out
the meat so readily available and some truly awesome eXamples of culinary
preparced on top of the old iron stove in the dormitory recsulted. One fine 1
observing that that was how his Ma used to do in Manigotagan, Manitoba, added
a whole box of raisins to a hunk of rump and, determining to go one betlter and
surprise her on his return home, threw in a chocolate bar for good measure. We
ghould add that the partakers of this “chocolate raisin rump' found it exped-
ient not to stray too far away from the 'benjo' for the next 12 hours. Others
of us with lees smbition, merely cut off a chunk of beefl and took 1t down to
the village where we persuaded the women to cook up a 'sulkiyaki' explaining
that since we were in Japan, it was imperative that we ate the darn thing.

It wae during this period of waiting that the two Irishmen, Barney Byrnes and
Fred Dunnett, decided that enough was gnough and took off for Tokyo. And reach
it they did. How they did it should prove interesting and we hope that somehow,
somewhere, they'll read this and come through with their story.

The rest of us remained at the Camp and while some ventured forth daily,
and whathaveyou with the accumulated

others spent time playing Red Dog, poker
& which was not spent because there was nothing to buy.The

earnings of 16 month
fact that the hard-earned ten and twenty sen notes weren't worth a damn saw
some fantastic wagering and once the "tinhorns'' had been cleaned out, real

gambling was seen.

On 2 September, 1945, the deep throbbing thrum of hgavy planes saw everyone
out on the parade ground again and the sight of a flight of B 296 heading for
our camp at low altitude once again saw roofs of the buildings adorned with

A1l of a sudden the entire sky blossomed

wildly waving and gesticulating POVs.
(continued on Page 1k )
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A number of members and thelir wives,
took the opportunity of celebrating
wedding or birthday anniversaries whilch
oceurred on or about the asame date aam
our Reunion =320 September. Hitting 1t
right on the dot were: Lrnie and Irene
Hodgkinson's 47th wedding anniversary
and birthdaye for Lil Mabley(38th)*and
Joe Randle's 79th. John and Elsa Fone-
eca had their 32nd wedding and also
Elsa's %9th * birthday, a day. earlier-
29th September.

Others deciding to continue celebrating
were Bill and Bev Laidlaw, 30th wedding
on' 10 September and Lionel and Ida Spe-
ller,26th wedding in August. We cannot

WINTER 1978
Our heinlne Artist wae ase
to dllustrate:

f Ilﬁ-
4 ()

e,

W

A o SHORT STORY f1 ©

SHORT

close without sdvising that Joe and Flof

Rendle, Lantzville B.C., were married
for 50 years (Golden Jubilea) on the
16th October and celebrated it down
here in West Vancouver.

To 211 you lovely people,warmest cong-
ratulations and many many happy returns

of the da¥.
# Conforming to good editorial practice

we-have standardized ages for ladies to
28 wears oldii

Bzlph Ingram(ex-HKVDC) writes recalling
how we serenaded visiting Japanegse camp
guardse,scrounging for scraps at the old
Copkhouse in Shumshui Po, with:

n 4 tisket, & tasket
You little yellow basketi["

Basket?? Really, Ralph, easy therel

i . 2

After a couple of snorts at the Reunlon
the way Hongkong Charlie forsoock his
wheelchair to lead the chorus on Pack
up your troubles, Tipperary and such-
like, one would have thought he wag
ready to tske on Tokunaga and his gang
once again - but single handed this
time around. Good Show, Charlie.

e e i

Guy Stewart sends us a cutting from his
local newspaper,the San Bernadino Sun-
Telegram of Augst 6,1978, anniversary
of the first atomic bomb at Hircshima,
which tells of an American G,I. Alfred
fugust, who was there and survived.
The report states that Alfred was at
Niigata and was transferred together

Thig is of particular interest
Veterane as Algust mentlions th
having taken shelter 1n what apy
to bhe a Japanese hot bath 1
by the blast, was rescuesd by two
ch Canadians!

Wo know that Hiigata held a comple-
ment of Canadian FOWs from Hongko
and would deeply appreciate amy ©
our veterans, who was slso transf
from Niigata, adding and eXpanding o
the above. It would and has sll the
makingsof a truly interesting story.

a
P
h
b

5, A4
Slid

with 225 Allied POWs (75 Americans) to
Hiroshima four days before the bomb
was dropped. {cont. next cclumn}

AN__ ACKNOWLEDGMENT

With this last issue for the year
1978, it is both right and fitting
that we offer an . acknowledgment and
a great big THANK YOU to those grand
people who, apart from their unfailing
and heart-warming support morally,have
rendered so much assistance in the pr-
oduction of the Reoll $all throughout
the past year.

We speak of Ernie and Janet Coulson,
Bill and Bev Laidlaw and Aubrey and
Olive Flegg who, from West Vancouver,
Dunbar and Richmond respectively,drive
out to Coguitlam(some 15 miles each
way) to help put the magazine together.

Mso, to all who have 50 generously
takken time to show their support of
this project, our grateful and sincere
thanke for making the task of produc-
ing the Roll Call such an enjoyable
and pleasureable one.

JOHN FONSECA
Editor

e
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HKVDC FETED ...{cont, from Page 1)

Following cocktails at 5:30 p.m. which
was hosted by President Bob and Edna
Manchester, over a hundred sat down to
a sumptuous and delectable Standing
Rib Roast dinner which was put away
with the same enjoyment as those six
bits of whale meat some 33 Years ago
back in Shum Shui Po.

The Speeches, from Boeb Manchester,
special guests: Lt.Col.Monty Truscott
(U.K.) and the two State Commanders
George Fernandes(Washington) and Bill
Mattson(Oregon), were followed by two
surprise Appreciation Awards from the
Branch to Walter and Dora Jenkins and
to John and Elsa Fonseca. John also
was presented with the Aimerican EX-FOW
tssociation's Commemorative Buckle by

RED LETTER DAY IN SSP - 269 NOV.1942
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First Eritish Red Cross parcel rece;rn:

Washington State . Commander George
Fernandes.

The finale proved to be the highlight
of the evening when Padre Laite,offic-
iated at the ®Blessing of the Colours"
a new flag presented to the B.C. Bran-
ch by Mrs. Eva Baillie in memory of
her husband, the late Maj. Jack Baillie
We would have liked to reprint its
text, but our Padre spoke from the
heart and carried no notes. It was a
proud, soul-gtirring and altogther mag-
nificent blessing.

The fun then commenced with the app=
earance .of a disreputable looking Jap-
anese peasant, suitably decorated with
raw turnips but bearing a remarkable

regemblance to one, Walter Jenkins,who
proceeded to distribute "fundushis" to
gll and sundry.

A demonstration, by Johnnie Fonseca,
of how this important piece of Orient-
al unmentionable is to be worn,saw ev-
eryone trying them on, with hilarious
results., Whereas the length suited our
Editor's slight stature perfectly,with
the overhang down to the conventional
inch-above-the-knees, some of our more
corpulent members ended up with the
overhang a bare inch below the belly
button! Only the fact that they still

wore their trousers prevented the sit- |

uation from getting cumpletely out of
hand!

Muriel Bertrand and her accompanist,
Bernie Hacket, then came on with her
great repertoire of "oldies' and was

given tremendous vocal,and otherwise,
gupport from the floor.

she carried on for almost 2ll of two
hours with only one short break,when
John spelled her with his guitar, and
came back with songs from the Islands
{Hawaii) and had Don Morgan, one of
our fmerican friends, suitably adorn-
ed in a grase skirt, demonsirate =
version of the 'huki-lau' never sesn
before! Don sure shakes a mean hip(
with a posterior attached of course).
Qur last view of the proceedings bef-
ore we fell off our chair, was wifey
Billie Joe Morgan on her knees plead-
ing hysterically for Don to come clo-
ger so she could get a close-up rear-
view snapshot of Don.

We cannot conclude without offering
thanks to those who travelled hundreds
if not thousands of miles, just to :
attend. They are: Lt.Art Campbell(Los

Angelc s) ,the Frank Conkeys(San Diego),
the ALT Vatthews(Wlnnlpeg} George
Price(Coronach,Sask), the Donaldsons
(Montreal), the Bill Maynes(Toronto),
the Mmericans: Reg Reeds,Harold Pages,
Jack Bradys,Don Morgans,Cecil Parrots
and Joe Galloways all from Washington
State. Closer to home, there were the
Mel Keyworths(Powell River),Harry Whi-
tes,Maurice Lapointes and Ernie Buck
(all from the Okanagan area) and the
Rollie Dubes from Kimberley.

A1l in'all, it was a splendid Reunion
and to Lionel Speller, we offer our_
congratulations and special thanks for
a truly magnificent effort in overco-
ming the problem of accommodating 30
unexpected and last-minute guests.
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..uced that Ogawa, who was smoking and

The  ROLL CALL

e e ——

RS T0 THE EDITOR

Dear John: We still like your Roll Call
magagine and am renewing our subscrip-

Transcona,Man. 0Z2IE COLLETT
Thass wot we like to hear,ED.

o o o e i e

Dear Johnny: I enjoyed reading the Roll
Cell as it brings me a lot of memories,
goocd,bad, =ad,musical and comical.

One of the happenings I recall vividly
took place in Sendal 2. As every POW
there can recall, Sgt Ogawa of the camp
was smoking American cigarettes long
befors we received our Red Cross parc-
els, and when we did recelve them, we
couldn't help but noticed that every
parcel had been rifled. Cigarettes,
choecolate ,the whole pound box of rais-|
ing:gnd half-pound of Velveeta cheese |
were missing from every parcel. We ded-

showing off the American cigarettes was
‘the culprit, along with his cohorts,
who illegally opened the Red Cross par-
cels. After a few months had passed,
whilst you and half the camp were down
the mine and the other half was sleep-
ing or resting,Capt Pat Cmeyla,our 0/C,
RQMS Casey(HKVDC) and I No.25 chief
cook, were called to the Japanese Comm-
andant's office.
. There, we were shown and asked what it
was - VELVEETA CHEESE. Through the int-
erpreter,Inoue, we informed them that
it was food made from milk. "gh-so-ka!"
lsughed Sgt Ogawa at his own ignorance
and rattled off in Japanese which when
interpreted was" Is that soi I thought
that was soap but it didn't latheri!d.
The cheeses were returned to POWS and
whatever condition they were in, we ate

them!
ALOHA to you and my Canadian friends.

Honolulu,Hawaii., JAIME REMEDIOS

Arregato-gozeimas for your gensrous
donation and keep writing in. John

The following, sent to Lionel Speller,
is being relayed for attention of the
B,C. Branch membership:

Dear Lionel: Now safely back in the
0ld Country we have had time to recov-
er from the jet lag and contemplate
our holiday .and reception in Victoria.
Everyone was most kind,hospitality ov-

1anmumnﬂimmﬁl
|
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hosts,Herb and Marg Sinnott to yours-
elf and the HK Canadian Veteérans.

It was most kind of the B.C. Veterans
to dnvite Irene and I to their Annual
Dinner which was thoroughly enjoyed,
plesse give my sincerest thanks to Bob
Manthester snd all members asnd my apo-
logies to Walter Jenkine.

Lionel, many thanks for making our
ptay so enjoyable, please give my sin-
cerest regardse to all. those who engul-
re of the Truscotts.

s e R i R el

Doreset ,Fngland Lt .Co.MONTY TR?:FSTT '
{retired) }

Monty: Re the dare to print the poem

you sent; So Sorryi I'm a prAde ﬂrd =1

pedant and also lack space
Dear Sir:

Gordon Williamson of Arnes(lS mil
north of me) was kind enough t
me the last two ilssues of the
11, so therefore my cheque he
for s subscription to same.

I see Gord about once z month whe
is in town shopping. I slso see M
McKnight, Van Balen and Gec Montr
every once in a while.

Red Windsor used to belomg to our
Legion here, but moved to Calgary =
couple of years ago. Saw Fred Adams
the last time I was in Deer Lodge. Hs
wae in a wheel chair.

Keep up the pood work, sincerely,

Gimli, Man. J.E.(Ted)Dunderdale

Thanks, Ted, for your interest. Next
time you meet the boys please pass the
word that we'd like them aboard too.

Dear John: After your pleas for assi-

istance from the ranks for material
for the Roll Call,I am submitting a
little something,which may or may not
be useful., I am including some picgt-
ures which may be useful ,any of which
you 'do not use, I would like to get
back. I guess they will be toec big for
the paper,s0 am inecluding a small ch-
eque which might help defray reduct-
ion in size if you declde to use any
of them *

I look forward to getting our paper,
and wish 1t continuing success. A1l
the best to you and yours for the fes-
tive season which will soon be with

us,. Regards

i
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erwhelmed us at every turn from our
(continued next column)

San Diego,Cal. Frank Conkey
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NIIGATA, CAMP 5B Jrd Episode jwooden lunch boxese,we soon discovered
The split has been made - Tt wasg A Ithey contained some very nutritious

. |foods which we had not encountered be-

| fore - neatly packed in the little box-
|es were rice,pickled figh,pickled rad-
[leh and seaweed = with the exception of
the rice, the other ingredients did not
look too pealatable but hunger soon dic-
tated our course of actlion and the who-
ile lot was devoured, the box licked cl-
{ean and we were looking for more.

| Portunate indeed, now and for the yea-
re to come, was the man who had a -
ong stomach, becouse we were soon

strange feeling seeing half of our gr
oup dipappear into the darkness. This
was the last time we were to see mome
of our comrades and others we were not
to see until years later. We nmoved to
a station area where we were boarded
onto a ecoach train, It must have been
a regular run because there were civi-
lian Japanese occupying other sections
of the train. Our allotment was two
coaches,guards were posted at the door |
ways preventing any movement through

the train, the windows and doors were learn of many strange things introduced

c¢losed and the blinde pulled. The seat-| 00 our stomachs, some it would accept

ing was upright and hard,smaller than |&nd some it would reject with viclence.

we had been accustomed to, it was cle- Our firast meal in Japam being over,

an and in good condition and after our |CRe train began to move again. Later in

pleasant sea voyage, it was a nice ch- |‘the day, approximately noon, the mcrn-
|ing exercise was repeated, we had lunch

ange. Most everyone was pretty tired,
there was not much chatter, sleep seem-
ed to be the main concern,so we settled|
down for the night. We had no way of
knowing how far our train journey was
to be nor what was waiting for us at
the end of the trip. The weather had
changed from the ‘hot humid =ir of Hong ; .
Kong to a cool crisp atmosphere which |Make another stop -possibly our evening
made some of us thankful for our warm |0€al was to e, picked B
battledress which heretofore had caus- !,TE our surprise the train:had p
ed us some unpleasantness in the heat, |=B%0ra siding at‘a station. T@e 2ards
At about 7 a.m. the following morning | 0°8an pushing and shouting orders-this
we awoke to thefact that the train had o us_waslthe end of the line. As ;uﬂk
stopped. It appeared to be a small st- . "ae gathering we: were lined: up on b
ation town,we were not permitted off station platfcrm,trucgs were brought
the train nor 1ift the window blinds, |2Found and we were ordered to load on
but . there are always those persons in to these vehicles. During the time we

every situation who find to dig. |Waited for the trucks to come, we were
J il i e d 57 |able to gee & large crowd of curious

cover what l1e happening around them = o

it was noted that numerous people on paople gather to ohserve thie st{ange
the outside of the train were just as group that had 2989 to their land; we
curious what type of cargo was behind also obsgrvsd wifltanl o heda lett?rs,
the doors and windows — between the hanging at the station Entra.ncE, 1 g gl
people on theinside wanting to get out read: "NIIGATA" - wg %ad arrived!

and the people on the outside wanting | ob Manchester

to get in, the guards found they had e e
their hands full., There was always the | We regret that up to time of going to
inevitable problem of how to handle the| press, November 29, the electronic

" benjo" crowd, this created untold | stencils for Pages 12 and 13-Photo
misery. Needless to say the accommoda- Pages- mailed on or szbout 17 November,
tionsg for relieving oneself were at the| have not been received and are there-

| brought aboard.

The shadows of a long day and back-
eaking travel were beginning to lan
en and many of us were prepearing
another night of sleeplessness and
ger when the train began slowing -
goon reglised that we were about to

nEE A
Y e PR S Y

best too small and at all times too fore presumed lost in the mail.

crowded. If recovered and dellivered, they will
We learned after much confusion that be published in our next issue-Spring
the main reason for the stop was to | 1979. s

pick up fdo? = our first meal in Japan Renewal of subscription for 1979 are
was a surprise and for some,exciting.- | .., open, Please include postal code
the guards with thehelp of some civil- | o v with your correct address, and
iane began handing out what looked like| ., .. you for your support

R N w1
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FIVE D'S AND ALL THAT  John Fonseca the anatomy which responds to warmth ;
A reader commenting oh a plecde I'had and loving care better than any other, i
written about ’ﬂur'Gardﬁn: in a prev- | while you, with a hot butter rum in one \
ious issue,observed that my desperat- | Nhand, watch 'Mork 'n Mindy' on the :
ion over maintaining that trim and | talot hoxp &
neat look in the Spring, would be dou- | Yes; friend, I sure do like my garden i
bled in the winter that follows when in winter for the reasonsa stated above :
one takes into account the leaves that | @nd if they are not enough, I have two |

fall and rot in the autumn and the
dead and dying snnuals snd skeletal

~ trees combining to give an unkempt and
deseclate loock to anyone's plob.

Hot so, my friends, In fact, I welc-
ome the approach of winter with egual |
enthusissm as I do Spring. For one the |
ing, when all the leaves from the tre- |
es which, with malice aforethought,
select my garden from all others to
gleefully dump them therein, have been
gathered and burned with vengeful del-
ight; when the lawn turns to gold and
red and brown thereby complementing
the dark green of spruce,pine and ced-
ar: when the moles go into hibernation
the starlings go south and the spider
webs go you know where, then you sure
got something to smile about.

Spesking of moles, one friend hearis |
ng of my trouble with these nocturnal |
tunnelers, suggested that I insert ra- |
epberry branches into sald tunnels.The
moles, he assured me, dislike the tho-
rny stems intensely and would depart
for parts unknown after collision with
these spines. My moles,however, are
different! After warily observing the
spiny intruders for a week or so, they
avidly consume every raspberry branch
I bury. Like "Mikey" in the TV cereal
commercial, they like it!

Returning to the garden. Do you real-
ise that after any November the lawn
needs no more mowing and consumption
of water for irrigation drops to nil?

doge = large dogs-each welghlng over

120 lbe{S4.4 kilos to make it L}
both capable of depositing is
gquantities of orgonic matter in

undesirable and unexpected
and removal of whlch imperative

K -~
L5

gelf-preservation. After eight ¥Years
of 4t, I venture to thiank that I am
the best doggone=dog-deposlt-datactor-
digpoger in the Lower Mainland with

Eichmond

the possible exception

vhere they tell me there are z number
of 5Ds who are out of this world! In
any case, I challenge anycne to deny
that it is infinitely safer and esasier
to diegpose of frozen doggy deposzitse
than any other kindl!
" S0 SORRY " .......
We migsed that secticn covering S
at Deer Lodge,Yinnipeg,Manitobz a
| Hovember 1978,which includes comr
Fred Adams,Tom Cuthill and Jim Fowle
! Hope you boys are 0.K. and out of there
for the holidays. Also.,in connection
! with it, Paddy Dalzell has taken cver
| hospital visiting from Roy Stodgell,
who has been doing such a great Job.
To Jack Hardy, another big comtributor
to the Bango at Oeyama list published,
a big S0 Sorry for the omission, and
d

many many thanks for your comtinue
support.

That feeling of c¢ivic pride in helping |
conserve both energy and water resour- |
ceg is something great.

In addition, mosquitoes,wasps,sand
flies and other pests,which can and do
destroy the best laid plans for a bar-
becue party with friends are long gone
and in all probability, 'bugging' the
Australians. Again, consider the beau-
tiful serenity of a garden covered in
a foot or so of snow, pure and unblem-
ghed, and that feeling of well-being
that follows when you come in from the

cold to stand with you back to an ald- |

er log fire to warm that portion of
(continued next column)

|
|
|
|
|
i

We also overlooked mentioning that the
others involved in the ceremonial pre-

| sentation of our new flag at the rece-

nt Reunion were: V/Pres.Bill Laidlaw
and Ernie Hodgkinson. Bill presented
the flag on behalf of Mrs. Eva Baillie
to Pres.Bob Manchester and at the con-
clusion ¢of the “"Blessing", Ernie acce-
pted it on behalf of the B.C. Bramch
membership, Truly So Sorry, chaps.
Shoek following the loss of my beloved
and devoted companion,RUFUS, who had
' to be put to sleep, resulted in loss
' of concentration in the preparation of
| thig issue. A "Se Sorry" for any errors
and omissions. ED.
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The B.C. Branch Anmial Meeting and
Re-Union held at the Imperial Inn in
1978 proved

i
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Retiremento:
and Pete Reisdorf have called it a day
and are taking
Happy retlirement,
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Murray Brown,Ted Poland

thilngs essy as of now.
chaps.

Victoria on 30 September

a "smaghing" success, breaking all OBITS,t It i with decp regret that we

attendance records with 48 members and report the paseing of Branch memhars
in recent weeks and offer our deepest

guests at the Businese Meetlng, 105
sitting -down to dinner snd 117 in att-
endance during the entertainment that
followed. PFlease turll to Page 1 for
story.

Coming Events:

Memorial Service,25 December at the
Cenotaph, Victoria, commencing 2:30 pm
1979 Annual Meeting and Dinner, April
1979 in Burnaby, B.C.

g:l.rmpnt.hic-n and condolerices to the wives
and famllieeg of:
Dave Evans,Burnaby,
Jim Leal
Mort McKey, Vencouver,B.C.
MEDICAL : Pleassd to report all
arang Medical
corract records
nearest DVA office.
THE ROLL CALL: Due

V..
Walka
ABrit)
HE Vet-
to date and
at your

B.C:
Tandy), Houston, B.C.

Imp
Filas
are

ares up
available

to increased.and r

1979 National Convention,North Star
Inn, Winnipeg, Man. Sept 12=16, 1979.
Pilgrimage to Hongkong,December 1980.
See separate report in this issue.
Further detsails on all above later.

rising costs of supplie g
;wa renrntfully

postage
.,?w,rg.r to
1_ issus

F=1=1:] will not r.'--:l-EJ.J'

MEMBERSHIP: SOk Pl il
A welcome to Maj.Anatele Gomorski,ret: va ave paid for 1 in ad-

ex HEVDC, who has just become a member,
The following have sent their best wi-
shes to all HK Veterans, What makes it |
g0 much nicer and warmer is that the

Within British Columbia, your continued
i support through donations will be of
| tremendous help and greatly sppreciated

messages come from "far away places
with strange sounding nsmesg!: Frank
Petch(Blue River),Reg Leach(Burns Lake)
Reg Kerr(Naramata),Bill Achtymichuk
(Vermmon) and Tommy Marsh(Kelowna).ilso
greetings together with 'a very gener-
ous supply of "mix" for the hospitality
room at the recent reunion, from Capt.
Buckey Walker{Toronto,0Ont).A big thank
you, Buck, from all of us. Sure glad
¥ou all are keeping in touch.God EBless.
Reported S.1.8.:are Nick Berzenski at
Nanaimo Geperal; Zarl Mawson at Memor-
1al Pavilion,Vietoria;Scotty Temple at
Shaughnessey Hospital; Cecil Fines at
Royal Columbian,NW and Bill Morris at
Royal Jubilee,Victoria.
Thinking of you and hoping to see you
all back in harness pretty damn soon.
A1l wisitors arce very welcome.
LOST ! Would liks to hear from the fel-
lowing who sppesar to have dropped out
of gight: Chick Quecry,Jack Stephens,
Alf McIntyre,Frank Brown,Keith Burton,
Gordie Clark,Harry Creedon,Nels Galb=
raith,Jack Hay, Ted Kurluk, Alton Jew-
ers, Spanky Macfarlane and many otherse |
Listen,boys, we need you and you need
us to work for a better life.How do |
you think you got your last Pension '
Increase?

{continued noxT column)

SENDAL 2 = Part 3 (continued)

with multicoloured parachutes carrying
wooden racks packed with cartons upcon
cartons of food and equipment to save
gick and starving men. The parachutes
in all colours of the rainbow,drifted
down every which way. Some fell into
the camp while others into the fields
surrounding.

Then came tragedy. in improperly tied
rack came loose from its 'chute and
spilled its contents directly over the
camp. The various cartons rained down
with the swishing,whistling sound of
bombs and the rack itself landed dir-
ectly on 8i S[irette, an American POW,
killing him instantly, broke the leg
at the pnkle of 2inhe Gosano ,HEVDC NHo.
5 Machine Gun Coy, and dropping a num-
ber of others on to the ground below.
Perched on the roof, they couldn't get
away from it.

The irony of it was that 85i, a gelf-
proclaimed "“hobo! in peacetime, who'd
gurvived Corrigidor,Bataan and Japan,
was killed by the very food that was
destined to save him, =0 shortly after
he gained fresdom.

Instead of joy and exuberance, it was
8 sombre and sober group that went to
recover the relief supplies from out-
glide the camp.

\
\
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MANITOBA BRANCH NEWS
ANNUAL REUNION -October 14, 1978:

Once again our Entertainment Committes
brought in a winner. A sincere vote of
thanke to Ike and Elma Friesen and Roy
and Ivy Stodgell, for their efforts in
making the evening so enjoyable.To all
those who donated priszes, and last,but
by no means least, to all who attended
and supported your branch, our thanks.
As usual we had a good representation
from out of town = Ken Bell,Larry 0'L-
eary, Reg Riddock and thelr good lad-
ies were in from Thinder Bay;George
Price was here from Saskatchewan, and
Eric Anderson,Bill Hawkins,Ken McCull-
ey,ingus McRitchie,Bronic Lewlicki,Len
Seaborn and Franck Christenson and
their wives from rural Manitoba. 185
gat down for supper, followed by an
evening of dancing and a little elbow

bending. It would seem that 33 reunions
have taken their tell, but we still en-|

joy meeting and swepping liesg with old
comrades. All in all, a great evening,
and once again a big thank you to all

who made it possible.

BIENNIAL CONVENTION - 1979: Northstar
Inn, Winnipeg, Manitoba - September 12
=16, 1979. Room rates at the Northstar
Ton will be £36.00 single and 44 twin
or double. Registration particulars

will be mailed to all Hongkong Veterans

early in the new year.

September 1979 is the LOth Anniversary
of the outbreak of World War IT and
Winnipeg is where it all began for a
great many of us. COME HOME TO WINNIP=
EG IN 1979-LET'S REMEMBER TOGETHER!

OBITUARIES:It is with deep regret that
we report the passing of Herbert(POP)

Bowman ,Swan Biver; Norman Hiscox,Winn-
ipeg and Clifford Linklater,Grand Mar-
ais, in Manitoba.Our deepest sympathy

to their families and friends.

MEMBERSHIPS: 1979 memberships will soon

be due and there are still a few who
have not "ecoughed up" for 1978. With
the Convention being held in Winnipeg
in 1979, we are going to need the sup-
port of each and every one of you, fin-
ancisally and otherwise.

The following is an excerpt from Mr.
Stanley Knowles' speech on pensions,
delivered during the debate on the Ad-
dress in Reply to the Speech from the

Throne, Oct., 13, 1978:(quote)" I think
we have done well in the last few years

I

b

in getting the digability pension rel-
ated to the wage level of public ser-
vants, and slec getting the prisoner
0of war compensation.There still rem-
ains as an unfinished item - what hap-
pens to the widow of a disabled veter-
ann whose pénsion ies below LE8% ?7%(un-
quote) . Your Assccistion dis still filg-
hting for widowe who find themselves
in that sltustion. Just ohe more procf
that your Ascoclation is still working
for you = the veteran snd your depend-
ente.

The Members and Fxecutiwe of
itoba Branch wonld like to take
opportunity to wish Hongkong Vet
everywhere, and thelir familles, 4 V
MERRY CHRISTMAZ AND A HAPPY ,HEALTHY
AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.
A H.{Bert)Delbridge Vale
FPresident

| —

REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE IN WASHTMOTON

B.C. Branch was represented at the Wa-
shington State Remembrance Parade on
November 11 in Auburn, Wash. by fubrey
Flegg and Larry Milord, who repori the
welcome and reception accorded them
Mitterly fantasticim.

Following the breakfast at the Ameri-
eah Legion where they¥ were welcomed by
Auburn Mayor,3tan Kersey, our hays jo-
ined the AMEX-POW contingent in the
parade and were signally honoursad by
being placed at the head of the EXPOW
group with the Maple Leaf,carried by
Mbrey, flanked by the 01d Glory(Jack
Erady) on one side and the EXDOW flag
I (Cecil Parrott) on the other. The con-
Etingent was led by our friends Comman-
ders George Fernandes(Washington) and
Bill Mat tson(Dregon).

At the officlal luncheon,
high dignitaries,including our
Joe Upton(Mat!l Comdr.AMEXPOW) and 01-
ver Kernes(FRDVA), our members were
introduced from the floor, and once
again was gilven a tremendous welcome.

Later in the evening they, together
with about forty others, were guests
at Harold and Virginia Page's home to

at tended by

ce Day south of the border.
The B.C.Branch membership wishes to
join Aubrey and Larry in exXpressing

hospitality extended our members.

friends,

cap an altogether memorable Remembran-

our thenks and appreciation of the warm
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BILL 'N EEV IN BLIGHTY

Armed with s thirty-five year old list
of former POW friends, Bev and I desca-
ended on the British Scene to renew
past friendships - alas =Edinburgh pro-
ved fruitless s0 we caught the Flying
Scotsman to London and between sight-
sesing trips, wore out a couple of tel=
ephones (a needle in a haystack would
have been easier!).

The second night(in desperation!) we
caught a cab and descended on the Duke
of York's Hdgs in Sloan Square. There
we were ushered into an office occupled
by a Major Calvert who greeted us, bou-

- WINTER 1978 VOL:2: 4 N

HONGKONG _ VETS
In old Kowloon, high on a hill,
Lie our friends and comradee still.
They are gone but not forgot
They gave thelr lives !
But still they fought. \

by Duncen Benton |

To keep 1t safe for those at home,

But now they never more will roam.

We stlll remember them Yyet

Thay lie so cold and etill

Where the crossaes lle

On old 5ai Wan Hill. 1
And we; who grow old,will joln them

ght us a Scotech and Soda and sand wasted
no time in getting a Mrs.Howard(in Wel-
ling,.Kent)on the long distance phone.l
talked to her just long enough to find
out J.P.Howard,her husband, was attend-
ing an Executive Meeting of F.E.P.O.W.
at the Union Jack Club in London.

We took a hasty leave of Maj.Calvert,
found znother cab and were whisked acr=
oss London to the Club.

I rudely interrupted their meeting to
bring greetings from their Canadian f
friends and, in particular, those from
British Columbia. I was honoured in me-
eting some fourteen members of their
Executive among them: Harold L.Payne,
Pregident; B. Roberts and J.F.Howard
and Alan J. Wood who, it turned out,
was the only ex-Hongkong member. It was
guite a night - one to remember.

Having achieved some success, we took
off for Glasgow and having no luck the-
re, spent our time enjoying the Scotch
and the Scottieh People.

Bill Laidlaw

LIVING WITH AN EXPOW (cont.from Page3)

Most ExPOWs still have occasional nig-
htmares.There is nothing we can do ab-
out them except listen to thelr cries.
We must not waken nor comfort them.

What we wives CAN do is to treat our
husbands as human beings with a handi-
cap(not the exclusive property of XPOW
We can share with them, listen to them,
help them and, above all, love them.

Audrey Brady

Mrs. Brady, wife of Jack Brady,former
Commander American Ex-POW Assoclation,
Washington State, with Jack are old
friends wo regularly attend our reunio-
ns. Audrey dear, sorry I had to break
it up.Late additions to our OBIT threw

my lay-out out of kilter. John.

soon,
Under a Chins moon.
AND STILL MORE LETTERS
Dear Johnny: Now I am back to the grind
and waiting for my photos to be printed
I take this opportunity to say thank

you agalin.
Johnny, I shall be showing coples o
the Roll Call to some of the boye £
camp days -Bots,Bippo ete. if its O
with you. Met Ineas Cunha and Luiza
the other day at a reception at the
Lysitano.

We are now in preparation for our
ina visit 4th =-10th November:Canton
Shanghal ,Hangchow,Peking. Hope ¥you

near future.
Love from Cynthie and self, "

HONGEONG ALBERT

Sir Albert Rodrigues was HEVDC M.0. in
Shumshuipo 1941-1%45, and is an Honor-
ary Life Member of Winnipeg Grenadiers.
Dear John: Enclosed please find money
order for subsecriptions to the Holl
Call-use remainder for whatever.

We'we really enjoyed the magazine,its
brought back a lot of memories.

I have a notebook which I have cheri-
ghed all these years-anecdotes,drawings
and assorted paraphenalia written by
different comrades in Shumshuipo and
when we walked out the gate, it was
with me. Would never want to part wikh
it,but 1if you would like to look thro-
ugh it for material to be published,
would be happy to send it to you, to be
returned when finished with.

I also have a snapshot of "BY Compan-
ys Baseball team when we won the cup
in Jamaica in 1940. If you are interes-
ted drop me a line. Best to all.

Las Vegas,Nevada ‘Roger J. Zane

%
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A house of glass shall come 10 pass

In Merry England, but alas,

War will follow with the work

In the land of the Turk.

And state and state in filerce strife

Struggle for each other's life.

Carriages without horses will go,

And accidents fill the world with woe.

In Lendon Primrose Hill shall be

And the centre of a Bishop's Bee.

Around the world thoughte shall fly

In the twinkling of an eye.

Through the hills men shall ride

And neither horse nor ass bestride.

Under water men shall wall,

Shall ride, shall sleep, shall talk.

Iroa in the water will float

Ls eesily as a wooden boat.

Ged shall be found. and shown

In a land that's now unknown.

Fire =nd water shall wonders do,

And England shall admit a Jew.

Three time three sheall lovely France

Be led to dance a bloody dance;

Before her people shall be free

Three tyrant rulers shall she see,

Fach springing from a different dynasty

And when the last great fight is won

England and France shzall be as one.

ind nmow a word in uncouth rhyme

0f what shall be in later time.

In those far off wonderful days

Women shall get a strange, odd craze

To dress like men and breeches wealr

And cut off their beautiful locks of
halr,

tnd ride astride with brazen brow

Le witches do on broomgticks now.

Their love shall die and marriage Gease

And babes and sucklings so decrease

Their wives shall fondle cats and dogs.

In eighteen hundred and ninety six

Build your houses of rotten sticks,

For then shall mighty wars be planned

Aind fire and sword sweep over the land,

And those who live the century through

In fear and trembling this will doj

Fly to the mountains and the glens,

To bogs and forests and wild dens.

When Gabriel todis his wondrous horn. ..

0ld worlds shall die and new be born.

In the air men shall be seen,

In black, in white and in green,

How strange, but yet they shall be true

The world upside down shall be

ind gold be found at the root of a tree

The world to an end shall come

Gordie Hollingsworth,
pant in
Times, dated L4 August 1978( just short

of 3% Years since the war ended! )which

tells of our "friend" the infamous Jap-
anesa interpreter of Oeyama;
re~entry dnto the United States.

former Japanese Prime Minister Takeo
Miki, Kawakita's death sentence for
crimes againet POWs was commuted to
1ife Amprigonment by VaS:President Iks
Ilsenhower and later , he was freed -
but deported - by President John Kenn-

Yyears,b6 months and 6 days of the sent-

from Encino,Cal,

a story from the Los Angeles

seeking

Thanks to the efforts of his friend,

s

FELs )

edy Ain 1963, after having served

ence,

Kawakita is alleged to have applied in
February 1978, for permiseion to visit
the U.5, as g Japanege cltigen,withott
having to return to prison in the Sta-
tes. The U.5. Embassy in Tokyo advises
that the application is still under
consideration. Kawakita thinks that
gome form of action is overdus 2 hop-
es that the stigma will be 1ifted.

The stigma referred to however, is not
what he did to American and Canadian
POWs at Oeyama - he doesn't even ment-
ion that - but because he had ssrved
timeal
Both the Mikis,ths ex-P.M. and his
wife, now —-and only now-reveal that
Kawakita had made trips from Oevama to
Tokyo to obtain medicine and meat for
the POWs and only they{the Mikis) knew
of those trips. Which leads us to cb-
serve that the 500 plus POWs in Oeyama
therefore didnit|
Here we have a sadistic beast whoss
actions, performed with enjoyment and
deliberation, at Oeyama resulted in
jdeath and suffering which up to this
day -over 30 years later - still affect
Canatdian and American POWs, being acc-
orded the publicity and congideration
one should reserve only for the veter-
ang. Makes me want to SPIT!i
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Lionel Speller sends this, his favour-

ite poem:
Where is a destiny that makes us
brothers;

None goes his way alone.
211 that we send into the lives of
others,

Comes back into our own.n

In nineteen hundred and eighty-one.
(Written in England in 1559.Submitted

by Mel Keyworth.)

and there you have the philesophy of
' the man himself. ED

o



