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Hong Kong vets: ‘Our forgotten heroes'

On September 19,
1941, Britain  asked
Canada for military sup-
port to aid in the defence
of Hong Kong. The
Canadian government
agreed to send two battal-
ions and a brigade head-
quarters to reinforce the
British enclave.

The troopship Awatea,
accompanied by an escort
ship the HM.C.S Prince
Robert, sailed out of
Vancouver harbor during
the night of October 27,
1941. Onboard the two
ships were 1,975
Canadian soldiers and two
nurses which formed “C”
Force.

The soldiers were from
The Royal Rifles of
Canada, The Winnipeg
Grenadiers, and the vari-
ous support corps which
formed Brigade
Headquarters. They
arrived in Hong Kong on
November 16, 1941.

Unfortunately the
mechanized transport con-
sisting of 212 vehicles
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destined for use by “C”
Force never arrived in
Hong Kong. These vehi-
cles were loaded at
Vancouver aboard the
American freighter Don
Jose, which sailed
November 4, 1941. The
vehicles were diverted
December 19  (with
Canadian approval) for
American use in the
Philippines.

Hong Kong was being
defended by British and
Indian troops as well as
the Hong Kong Volunteer
Defense Corps. With the
arrival of the Canadian
soldiers, the allied
defences numbered
approximately 14,000.

On Dec. 8, 1941, only
hours after the attack on
Pear]l Harbor, over 50,000
seasoned and well
equipped Japanese troops
attacked Hong Kong.
These troops had the ben-
efit of air and naval sup-
port. The brutal battle of
Hong Kong lasted 17 days
and ended on Christmas

Day, 1941.

Almost 300 Canadian
soldiers lost their lives in
the battle and many more
were wounded.

Similar numbers of
Canadians would die in
Japanese POW camps dur-
ing the next three years
and 10 months as a result
of starvation, disease and
slave labor. When the
Canadian survivors were
repatriated in September
and October 1945, doctors
did not seem to recognize

the many tropical diseases
with which they were
afflicted as well as the
emotional distress they
had experienced.

In 1995, as the Hong
Kong veterans were aging
and becoming fewer in
numbers, a group of sons
and daughters of these vet-
erans banded together and
formed the Hong Kong
Veterans Commemorative
Association (HKVCA). Its
primary objective was to
assist the remaining Hong

Dufferin has a Hong Kong vet

By WEs KELLER

Freelance Reporter

Les Canivet of East
Luther Grand Valley is
likely the only Dufferin
County resident who
served In Hong Kong,
probably the only one to
have survived an execu-
tioner’s fire, and may be
the only one to have been
featured in one of Pierre
Berton’s historical books.

Les, as he prefers to be
called, was a member of
the regular force Royal
Canadian Ordnance Corps
prior to the outbreak of the
Second World War, sta-
tioned in Ottawa. He had
friends collecting overseas
pay while serving in such
places as Newfoundland
and Jamaica, so he might

have volunteered for garri-
son duty in Hong Kong for
the extra money it would
earn for him.

He recalls that as a 20-
year-old soldier he “didn’t
think much” about the
Japanese march through
China. He was well aware
that one does not volun-
teer for anything in the
military, “but it was the
only time in my life I vol-
unteered.”

He entrained at Ottawa,
bound for Vancouver and
thence Hong Kong, on
Oct. 8,1941, and wasn’t to
see the Capital City again
until five years to the day
— Oct. 8, 1946. Even
then, Les knows he was
lucky to have ever seen his
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Kong veterans and their
wives as well as the wid-
ows of the soldiers who
had died.

Their second objective
was to make the Canadian
public more aware of the
heroic role these Canadian
soldiers had played in the
defense of Hong Kong.
The HKVCA wants to
ensure that future genera-
tions do not forget the
importance of that role,
and the sacrifices that
were made by the mem-
bers of “C” Force for their
country.

The HKVCA is in the
process of raising funds to
build a Memorial Wall for
the Hong Kong veterans.
It is their hope that this
Memorial will be located
in Ottawa on National
Capital Commission land.
The Wall is scheduled to
be unveiled in August,
2010. This date will com-
memorate the 65th
anniversary of the libera-
tion of “C” Force from
Japanese POW camps.

For more information
about the Hong Kong vet-
erans and the Hong Kong
Veterans Commemorative
Association, or if you
wish to contribute to the
‘C’ Force Memorial Wall,
please visit their website
at www.hkvca.ca

Church plans indoor Remembrance service

Orangeville Citizen/Free Press and Economist
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CENTENNIAL HYLANDS BOOGIE-THON: Last Wednesday, CHES Halloween
Boogie-thon raised $6100 for their school with the generous support from the com-
munity. In preparation for the event, the students, during the daily physical activi-
ty time learned dance steps to prepare for the boogie-thon.
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For information on how to include your
community event in this calendar,
please call (519) 941-2230

This ad space is provided by Tim Hortons
and is intended for use by non-profit organizations

519-941-2707.

tickets.

\[\)/8:B Orangeville Blood Donor Clinic. New Hope
Community Church 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Samaritan’s Purse. Operation Christmas Child Shoebox
program drop off. 3pm-7pm and Sat. Nov. 10th
9am-12noon. Covenant Community Church. 3 Zina
St., Orangeville. For info call 519-940-9479 or

Remembrance Banquet. Orangeville Legion. Guest
speaker Wayne Townsend. Call 519-942-2077 for

Remembrance Parade 9:15. Form up 7 John St.,
Orangeville Legion. 9:45 Service at Orangeville
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Westminster ~ United
Church in Orangeville is
holding a special indoor
Remembrance Day serv-
ice this Sunday,
November 11.

The service will begin
at 10:30 a.m. presided
over by Rev. Sandra Abuja
and will includes the
Theatre Orangeville Youth
Singers (TOYS) directed
by Joy Bell and four
Orangeville District
Secondary School stu-
dents who visited Vimy
Ridge during the anniver-
sary ceremony earlier this
year.

Rev. Abuja says the stu-
dents, Courtney Burdette,
Kajsa Cruickshank,
Kristian Johnson and
Ryan Johnson, will share
their once-in-a-lifetime
experience.

Alyssa Heimbecker will
play Last Post and Stirling
Renzonni will light a can-
dle on behalf of Scouts
Canada.

Asked why the service
was being held at the same
time as the community
Cenotaph  service in
Alexandra Park, the min-
ister said it was decided
that in the event of bad
weather local residents
would have the choice of
observing indoors.

At St. Mark’s Anglican
Church, where members
of the Royal Canadian
Legion’s Col. Fitzgerald
Branch 233 attended last
Sunday’s 10 a.m. service,
this Sunday’s service has
been moved up to 9:30
a.m. to allow parishioners
to attend the Cenotaph
service.

Water Softener &

for appointment.

Nov. 17 10am-4pm.

3:00pm-7:00 pm

Cenotaph (behind Town Hall)

Westminster United Church Indoor Service for
Remembrance Day, 10:30-11:30am Sunday, Nov. 11.

The Canadian Hearing Society presents a free hearing
screening clinic. Mel Lloyd Centre. Call Dufferin
County Community Support Services 519-925-5452

Canadian Diabetes Fundraiser. Wild Wing Orangeville.
A portion of the days sales will be donated to the CDA.
11am-11pm. Prizes awarded every 30 minutes.

Grand Valley Public Library Fundraiser Silent Auction.
Bidding closes @ 4:00 p.m.

Grand Valley Public Library Book Sale. Bake Sale
Flu Clinic Mel Lloyd Centre. 167 Centre St., Shelburne

19th Annual Candy Cane Fair. 9:30-1:30 at Headwaters
Health Care Hospital. Photos with Santa. Free parking.
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Baxter & Giles Chapel
519-941-2630

www.eganfuneralhome.com

Caring for our community since 1913

Stephen Elliott Paul Egan Deborah Hal Brook Fred Giles Sy, Mime: WIS AT B Sl ) s
Funeral Director  Funeral Director Egan-Brook  Funeral Director’s  Funeral Director GEORGIAN tum
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Orangeville
Present coupon
BUY ONE 18L U-FILL &
RECEIVE SECOND FREE |
519-941-9120
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Company Vehicles Priced to Sell

As low as

2007 ClvIC si
1 ONLY AT THIS PRICE

2-door Fiji Blue Metallic, 6-speed, 197 HP, power
roof, loaded.

i
|
5—525,933*
|
|

*29,998°

36 months financing through
Honda Canada Finance O.A.C.
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2007 ELEMENT SC
1 ONLY AT THIS PRICE

Automatic, Graphite Grey Metallic, A/C,
power group, stereo CD, loaded.

ORANGEVILLE

HONDA

HIGHWAY 9 — 1 MILE EAST OF HIGHWAY 10
www.orangevillehonda.com

~———— Allincentives and rebates included.

www.Cineplex.com

Ph (519) 941-6221
or 1-888-201-0410 4

“Taxes and license extra. Subject to prior sale. See dealer for complete details. Example $20,000 borrowed at 0.9%=$563.30 per month. Total interest $278.80 for 36 months. Offer expires Nov. 30/07.

2007 ACCORD DX
1 ONLY AT THIS PRICE

4-door, 5-speed, rear wing spoiler, A/C, power
features and more.

ORANGEVILLE

HONDA| 4o

Headwaters
Hospital

Hwy. #10

Orangeville

The staff at

Focus on Decorating
would like to thank all
the Veterans.

We will be closed
Sunday, November 11"

THANK A VET NOT ONLY THIS WEEK BUT EVERYDAY.

Benjamin Moore
The Colour Experts

| Benjamin
. Moore
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Association

1Canadian
Guitar Quartet
FRIDAY NOV. 16t 2007

Starts at 8:00PM Adults: $25 Students: $10
Get reserved seat tickets at Theatre Orangeville’s BOX OFFI(E

Orangeville Town Hall Opera House
87 Broadway 519-942-3423 or 1-800-424-1295
or order online at www.orangevilleconcerts.ca

Monday Night
at the Movies

FILM EXCELLENCE WITHOUT THE DRIVE TO TORONTO!
(France) Rated: PG

Gift ',
Certmcates
Avallable

-

e

Arich, lively and luscious French comedy.
“A Gallic Shakespeare in Love” Alan Jones, Radio Times On Line

tne: MONDAY NOV 12" at 4:30, 7:00 & 9:20

tickets: $8.00 at BookLore and on film night at Galaxy, Orangeville
For more information call 942-1949
www-mondaynightmovies.ca

The Film Circuit, a division of the Toronto International Film Festival Group, acknowledges these supporters
for their commitment to excellence in film: Global, Foreign Affairs Canada, Ontario Media Development Corp.,
Bell, Volkswagen, Warner Brothers, Cineplex Entertainment, Mackenzie Investments, Zip.ca. Special thanks
to AV Preservation Trust Ca. and Sleeman Brewing & Malting Co. Ltd.

SHOWTIMES FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER S TO THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15

BOX OFFICE OPENS FRI @ 6:00 PM, L\@ o
SAT-SUN @ 12:30 AM, MON-THURS @ 5:15 PM (J P.ﬂg

ORANGEVILLE, FAIRGROUNDS SHOPPING CENTRE 85 FIFTH AVe.

-(519) 941-2333

FRED CLAUS (PG) FRI 7:00, 9:40 SAT-SUN 1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:40 MON-THURS 5:45, 8:40 NO PASSES

AMERICAN GANGSTER (I8A) FRI 8:15 SAT-SUN 1:00, 4:30, 8:15 MON-THURS 7:30 NO PASSES

GONE BABY GONE (14A) FRI 6:40, 9:30 SAT-SUN 1:15, 4:00, 6:40, 9:30 MON-THURS 5:50, 8:50

SAW IV (I8A) FRI 7:20, 9:50 SAT-SUN 1:40, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50 MON 8:10 TUES-THURS 5:40, 8:10

BEE MOVIE (G) FRI 7:30, 10:00 SAT-SUN 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00 MON 5:30 TUES-THURS 5:30, 8:00 NO PASSES

THE GAME PLAN (G) FRI 7:10, 9:55 SAT-SUN 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:55 MON-THURS 6:10, 8:45

TUES, NOV |3 STARS & STROWLERS-

BEE MOVIE (G) FRI 6:30, 9: 10 SAT-SUN 1:10, 3:45, 6:30, 9: 10 MON-THURS 6:00, 8:30 NO PASSES

| PM- FRED CLAUS, GONE BABY GONE
SILVER SCREEN- | : 15 PM - BeE MOViE




