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President's Message
Mike Babin
Seeing a military parade, with its brass
band, colours and precisely marching
soldiers, always tugs at my heart and fills
me with pride. My father, like so many
of your fathers, grandfathers and uncles,
once marched too. They marched in
Canada, Newfoundland and Jamaica.
And upon their arrival in Hong Kong they marched up
Nathan Road to their quarters at Sham Shui Po barracks.
Little did they know that those barracks were soon to
become their prison, and the start of so many years of
privation and suffering.
I was reminded of this recently at the dedication of the
newly rebuilt Manège Militaire de Québec. You can read
more about this event in Lucette Mailloux’s article
elsewhere in this newsletter. But as I watched the soldiers
marching in time to the band and reacting to the commands
of the Sgt. Major, I couldn’t help but think of “C” Force, and
what lay ahead of them as they marched in Hong Kong.
We were asked recently by the Hong Kong Government to
refurbish a plaque at Sham Shui Po which has become faded
with time. The plaque commemorates the site of the
barracks, of which nothing remains today. Instead of simply
refurbishing the existing plaque, we’ve requested that a new
plaque be created that provides a description and context for
visitors to the site. They have agreed to this, and work is
now under way to design one.
A different sort of plaque
(https://www.hkvca.ca/plaque/index.php) is finding its way
into Legions and other locations across Canada. Spearheaded
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by Lori Atkinson Smith, this program enables HKVCA
members to request a descriptive plaque that gives some
background on the Battle of Hong Kong to viewers. It makes
a wonderful addition to Legion branches, schools, retirement
homes and other locations where Hong Kong Veterans have
had a presence across our country. More than 35 are
installed and planned so far. Contact your Regional Director
(via email link: webmaster@hkvca.ca) for more information
on how to obtain one. Let’s see how many we can place
across Canada!
Nobody likes paying bills! Our goal is to at least make it as
easy as possible for you to pay your HKVCA membership
dues. Hard work by Jim Trick and Barry Mitchell has
resulted in the implementation of our new online system for
dues payment. Now instead of filling in a paper form,
writing a cheque, putting it all in an envelope, putting a
stamp on it and dropping it in a mailbox (it makes me tired
just thinking about it), you can pay your dues with just a few
clicks at your computer. Easy peasy! Of course, you can still
use the old-fashioned way to pay, too, and Barry provides
more information later in this newsletter. On the web, this
link: https://www.hkvca.ca/contacts.php is where you can
learn more.
And we do need your membership dues! If you’ve visited
the Memorial Wall you’ll know that there is no parking
adjacent to it. The closest spots are across Sussex Drive in
the NRC parking lot. Randy Wing and Derrill Henderson are
working on a project to provide a small number of spots
right beside the Wall that will make it more accessible for
dropping off visitors, and for disabled parking. While we are
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