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President's Message
Mike Babin
The days are getting shorter, and the
feeling of Fall is in the air. Across most
of our country it has been a very hot and
dry summer, and I hope that you were all
able to escape the effects of the extreme
heat and the forest fires that plagued
many Canadians over the last few months.
A major part of the HKVCA’s mission is to educate
Canadians on the Battle of Hong Kong. An excellent avenue
for doing this is with our plaque program. Elsewhere in this
issue you can read about plaques which have been installed
recently in Royal Canadian Legion branches across the
country. There are over 275,000 Legion members in Canada,
many of you among them. And there are more than 1,400
Legion branches. Most, if not all, Hong Kong Veterans were
Legion members, too. Approaching your local Legion to
install a plaque is a wonderful way to commemorate the
Battle of Hong Kong, and through the associated media
coverage of the event, to help to fulfill our mission of
educating Canadians. Please click here [insert plaque page
link] to learn more. Remember: there is no cost to you or the
Legion for the plaque.
Please mark Saturday, December 8, 2018 on your
calendars. That day we’ll be holding our annual
commemorative ceremony at the Memorial Wall, followed
by our Annual General Meeting and a luncheon. There will
be more detailed information published about the event on
our web site in the next month or so, so stay tuned!
Visit us online: www.hkvca.ca

I’ve mentioned in previous newsletters about our quest for
parking at the Memorial Wall in Ottawa. It will likely be
spring before we hear whether we can expect funding
assistance from Veterans Affairs to help defray the cost of
the project. I’ll keep you informed!
Which brings me to another area of substantial costs: our
national newsletter. Many of you receive this newsletter via
email, which carries a very low cost. But we mail out over
260 paper copies to our members, each of which costs us $4
for printing and mailing. We publish up to four editions per
year, which means we are spending upwards of $4,000 per
year on printing and mailing. When you consider that we
only collect around $5,000 per year in membership dues, this
means we are spending virtually all our membership dues on
sending out the newsletter! This restricts our ability to carry
out other important projects. The Board of Directors is
concerned about this and is now considering whether we
should ask those who receive paper copies to pay a fee to
defray the cost. Veterans and Widows would not be required
to pay this fee, but it would apply to all other members who
receive a paper copy. The Board will decide on this soon. In
the meantime, though, I ask that each of you who receives a
paper copy consider switching immediately to an emailed
version. Save trees and save money!
Finally, I’m constantly learning new things about the Battle
of Hong Kong and ‘C’ Force. A journalist and author, Ellin
Bessner, has recently published a book called "Double
Threat: Canadian Jews, the Military and WWII", which
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