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NATIONAL REUNION

At this time I have heard nothing new sbout the 1997 rennion 1o be held in Tororto, Howevez,
hope that vou have let Fred bnow of vour ientions, becmse, s 1 stated i the Decamber loge
he needs 2 bit of lead time to arrange for services at the convention. Flease do i if you haven'’t
aiready. H'T get mors inforation before fnalizing this leper, I' squeeze itin

CORRESPONDENCE

Ume of the perks of this task of wiiting the newsletter is the smonns of mail I pei from the
readers. I wish I could reproduce it hare for the enloyment of evervone, but withowt solng to 2
full size mmgazing, that would be impossible. T do the next best thing, that is, Hst the names ¢
the lsfter writers, and try to report some of thely contents, For example, and in no particulby
order: Bd Rodrignes, with some photos of himsel snd his honse in Besconsfield, slong with
newspaper clippings; Robet Champagne District Divector, VAC, announcing his milrament;
Robert Ferpuson, Naepawa, Manitoba, with news of his Hong Hoog Display in bis Legion
Branch; Clair Adams of Oftasvs swith » poem wiritten by » friend in his loca! Legion: » lsttorto
Hon Dong Younp, hilnister i Defence and VAT from Mme, Bertine Comemn, regarding onr
claim to the Japanese, Harold Bnplehart concarming rontine asiness, Loonurd and Alms Woo
with greetings and enguiries about the health of wife Bdwina; Lionel Spelier, scads of stuff
sbnost on 3 weekdy basis, lots of news dippings and conmnents;Lawrencs Rattie, with Hsts of
paid up members snd donstions 1o the csase; Flash Clayton , preetings snd commernts from
Floride, Bemwrd Castonguay, with kind words and report of his medical problems. Like 2 few
vouy, Bie is also wired to a pucemakerand finally.(as of now) from Bob Baker, our good friend
VAL with the schedule of pension bepefits for {997, showing increments of 1.53%, based on o
Consumer Price Index,

TRIVIA AND OTHER NONSENSE

From the "Rotarian’- A rich family commissionad & well-known guthor to write #s history,
pointed out dwmt be should soft-pedal the fact that one unele’s Hfe of crime had endad with a de
sentence in the electric chair, “Dlon't say it strsight ont”, they told the writer, “shint sroomd & 2
bit.” The mathor wrote, "Unde Willism cccupied 1 canir of spplied electronics in one of the
leading sovemment instinntions. He was held to the post by the closest of tiss, and bis death
Caiie as & eal shook”

From Ann Landers via the Vanconver Sun - more schoolboy bowlers,

i, Noait's wife was Joan of Ark

2. Lot's wife waz s pilley of salt by day sond » baill of fire by night,

3. The seventh commendment is "Tho shalt not sdmis sdnliery”.

4., Pl preached acrimony, which is another nume for marrisse,

3. The Jews had troubls throughout their history with unsympathetic Genitals.

&, A Chyistisn should have ondy one wife, This is called monoions,
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Pbp I don't know. Nobodyhsmﬁvedﬁmtkmg

Clair Adams of Ottawa sent me this poem, writtem by a friend in his Legion.It is called "A
Christmas Tragedy”

Hong Kong was the destination Cloaked in days of uncertainty
For our soldiers brave Families were left to mourn
Special men were chosen Soon the village bells would toll
Our Canadian flag to wave On a sad Christmas morn.
The Grenadiers and Royal Rifles Let us never forget this tragedy
Would pay a heavy price Some fifty-six years ago
Young Canadian boys What should have been a joyous
Made the ultimate sacrifice. time
Was filled with grief and woe.
Hundreds died on the battlefield
Prisoners were confined Survivors are few in number
Then stripped of their dignity Many in constant pain
And caged in body and mind. Will they ever be compensated
Or did they fight in vain.
Lois Daley Laycock, 1997
PERSONALITY

How many of you noticed that I neglected to mention that H.'m'y Atkinson served as National
President just before Roger Cyr ? | apologize to Harry and to the readers for that error, and tak:
this occasion to say something about Harry. As National President Harry continued the efforts
obtain pensions and benefits for fellow Hong Kong Veterans. I can say from personal experien
that he used his time and money to represent the Association at pension hearings. He travelled
the length and breadth of Canada whenever he was needed to council and to argue the case of
any veteran in need. Now, as pension and claims officer for the Association, he makes at least
one trip a year to Veterans' Affairs Canada headguarters in Charlottetown, where he is well
acquainted with everyone from deputy minister to the lowest civil servant on the totem pole.
Apart from that, he is frequently in Ottawa, where he keeps up the pressure at meetings with
senior civil servants. Bravo, Harry !

DONATIONS

Lawrence came through with a list of donations which arrived too late for the December letter,
so I list them here as follows:

Mrs. Cecile Pelletier, Mrs. Agatha St. Onge, Mrs. Joyce Caldwell-Finn, Mrs. Eva LeBreton,M
May Pryce, Mrs. Olive Josey, Mrs. Doris Davidson, Mrs. Ruth Kellas, Mrs. Joan Gillis, Mrs.
Marjorie Kennedy, Mrs. Nancy Welch, Mrs. Stella Parkes, Mrs. Louise Coleman, Mrs. Doroth
Davidson, Mrs. Gertrude Dow, Mrs. Dorothy Ross, Mrs, Irene Clark, Mrs, Marie Pitre.

Also: Mrs. Beatrice Butler, Mrs. Eva Robertson, Mrs. Florence Drover, Mrs., Thelma Misson,
Mis. Inez Kelso, Mrs. Jean Boissonneau, Mrs. Leila Heath, Mrs. Joyce Clarkson

And from the men:
Renaud Cote, Albert Russell, Douglas Ried, Douglas Martin, Jean Lalime, Gerard Bisson,
Oswald Clark., Leonard Doiron, Fred Chapman, Edward Bujold, Harold Heath Fraser Firth,
Lloyd Doull, Robert Barter, Thomas Jones, Hormidas Fredette, Harold Eng lelwrt Edward
Campbellton,Dr. Martin Banﬁll, Samuel Desensi, Alfred Mﬂls John Dngnay, Clarence Hunt,
Bernard Thompson, Jack Delaney, Bernard Castonguay, Charles Thompson.

Also: Donald Geraghty, James Darrah, Francis Corbett, Arthur Roberts, Bryce Craig, Marcel
Ouellet, Glenford Gregoire, Lloyd Seaward.




In Memorium

Wrs. Joyce Caldwell-Finn in memory of her lmsband Eli

Mrs, Elsie Stoddard in memory of her lmsband Grant

Clifford Besudreau in memory of Grant Stoddard

Tmdy and David Stoddard in memory of Crandivther St Stoddard
Mrs. Emily OHazx in memory of her lnishard Walter

M. Angele Jessop in memory of her bmsband Al

Mz, Hazel Breakey in memory of Angus MachMillan

Mir. Robext Jessop in memory of Anpus Machillsn

Tean and Welter Gray &= mamory of Arnald Grovves
Jack Delaney in memory of brother Morris,
Alzon

Lawrence Ross in memory of brothers Raymond and Leo,
Mys. Nellie Laing in memory of lmshand Iohn

Mrs. Dorothy Davidson in memory of René Bédard
Robert Duniop in memory of decessed HK bovs

Lawrence slso says,"I wish to thank ¥l the Hong Kong Veterans and wives and widows who
sent all those lively get well cards while I was in hospital, and my recupemation period at homse
They wers greatly apprecinted.”

MBS

if yom don't have a card which rends Sept. 96 10 Anp 87 vour dues are in srrears, Lawrence wo
@  iovetohesr from yon To suve yon the trouble of looking up his address, here i is: Lawrenes

Rattie, 508 Thomerest,Dorval, QC, HOP 2M8. He reports 203 members paid up so far. $13.00.

BICKI

This item pets harder and harder to write because so many of us are sick in hospital or have
recently been these. Howaver, I can report on recent cases that T am awane of: Charlie Caniphe
iz in hospital again, for mrgery this time {Charlie is repotted to bave hnd his opertion yesterd:
Blarchl3, and came thropugh OK' Len Wood s ot well, Lawrence Ruttie is receiving fresim
at home, his sop-in-law and member of our Branch, Noman Sheridan is not well, and there ns
be others. Please let me koow. I gat word that Marcel Cullet is not facling well Mareel is the
only HK Vet living in Rimouski. If you happen to be passing throuph Rimousld, perhaps you
could give him a call He is in the phone book. Amold Ross is sick at home with 1 severe cise ¢
the tha. Glen Mann tells me that Nap Leblanc is 4t home and doing fine,

IAST POST

The only death of HK Vets I have to report 15 of this time is thet of Comrade Joe Landry, of
Charlo, New Brunswick, According to Freddy Kelly, who T saw recently, Joe had an scrident |
his home, and died a5 2 wesult, Also reported “Decsased” by the Post Office, are Mrs. Georging
Pollock Mrs, Irene Firlotte, Mrs Faye Colenum, Mrs, Nins Bvsrert WE WILL REMEMBER
THEM.

LOSTTRAILS
L etters for hiutt Surdord, Irene Grimshew, snd Wayse Birmingham have been remuned. Can
anyons help me find the right addresses?



PN THAT (ITY
) 8 Norih Point Camp. When we were taken there in late December 1941, the hnits we
Bepiaced i were anything but comfortable. Four of us, Bob Barter, Lance Ross, Byron
Bt and T were in a cubicle measuring about 7 feet by 6 feet, atthe end of the but. One
; ng Bob told us of & dream he had had the nipht before. He dreamed the he was in e
‘Eitchen of the old farm house «t home. The Rible on the kitchen table was openat the Book ¢
The Adts. A finger pointed to Chapter §, verse 8. We found 2 New Testament and looked it 37
The rext rend: “And thers was prest joy in that city.” We counted the words- gight of them, W
did & mean? Weald we have 160 have 10 stay in prison cxmp for eight vears? eight months? 1o
ot what cansed the sreat fov? You fipnre & out. T baven't.

AWARD

Muclenn's Mapazine of Pebrasry 17, 1997, reports the award of "the fifth clasp of the Crunadi
Porces Decoration” to wetired Air Commodore Laonard Birchall, This is the first thme the aws
has been won since & was created in 1972, according to the item in Maclsan's, The award is &
meritorions service and devotion fo duty, Those of you who shwred Commde Birchalls holid
in various camps in Japan o sttest to the facr that the sward is well deserved, On behal of ¢
Cmebec-Maritimes Branch T offer congramlations and hast wishes to Comrade Birchall

VARIA

Have you read your lutest LEGION Magarine? In the NEWS section von will see the srailing
faces of President Roper, Brisn Forbes, Clff Chadderton, and Len Birchall, over 4 wport on
presentation to the Commeons Commitise, of the clhim for compensation for shive lahour. I an
slightly perirbed with Dougles Fisher {ngain) over bis article in the same issue of the M 217
in which he mentions (I Chadderton snd Len Birchall as puxticipants in the presexdstion, (I
encuaghy, bt does not name President Roger, & major contributon

Douglas Fisher aroussd my ire once before when he wiote in the LEGION Magazine that his
mothier had chjected to bis sitempt to vohmteer for service with “C Forcs Brig ade, going o
Hong Kang. I wanted 10 know how his mother knew that we were being sent 1o Hong Konp
when our commanding officer dide't know at that time. His reply was to the effact that , Oh w
you were issued with summer vniforms, and where elss in the Far Hast was there to S0, BXOED
perhaps, Singapore. You oan'’t argue with the editoris! page.

That's all for this time, comrades. Be good to each other and mayv God blass,

Philip



